Health Care Legal Sample Forms
	These are some forms that Pam prepared for Mother and Daddy before the diagnosis of cancer, but in the midst of everything they were never signed.  This made for a bit of confusion with the authorities the morning of his death because we did not have a “power of attorney”or “advance care plan” that specified a “Do Not Resuscitate”  (DNR) order. By law they were supposed to try to resuscitate him (resuscitation is Violent action done to try to re-awake a person but is done even on people that have been dead for hours and is not pretty to watch), but by the mercy of God we were able to avoid that.
    Make sure you have this form active for everyone over 18 in your family. You can always not show it if you want  resuscitation.
	Mother asked that we make sure everyone knows about these forms.
 
Advance Care Plan:
	 This form is to let others know what your wishes are pertaining to end of life care if you are no longer able to make your wishes known.  It will usually include quality of life and treatment decisions, and also organ donation decisions.

Medical Information Release form (HIPAA):
 	 A form to authorize the release of your medical information to someone else.  The laws have become very strict about who they may speak with about your medical information or decisions.  If you do not have someone named and if  your are unable to designate the release, the medical community cannot legally speak even to a spouse or parent of a child over 18 about your situation. You may name any number of people to be authorized. (HIPAA stands for health information privacy act or some such thing)

General Power of Attorney:
  	Gives your designated person the power to act in your place for all legal and financial decisions.

Appointment of Health Care Agent, or  power of attorney for health care: 
	Gives the person you appoint the power to make medical decisions for you if you are not able to make them for yourself.

	You also may want to  consider making up a will that deals with the disposal of your property.  It is a blessing for your family to not have to make those decisions without you.

	Any of these forms can be found online and researched.  The forms included are just shown as examples.  These forms need to be signed, witnesses are good (they also signing), even better is signing in front of a notary. To make them as official as possible they should be signed and witnessed in front of a notary.  

